
Pains Wessex
Day & Night Distress Signal

A compact, double-ended flare and smoke signal

DESCRIPTION
The compact, handheld Pains Wessex Day & Night Distress
Signal consists of a red flare at one end and an orange smoke
at the other.   Housed in a rugged, corrosion-resistant case and
protected by end caps with ‘O’ ring seals, the signal is 
waterproof to a depth of 30 metres.  A specially designed dive 
canister has also been developed, allowing the Pains Wessex
Day & Night Signal to be taken to a depth of 150 metres and
be ready to use should the need arise on surfacing.

APPLICATION
This handheld signal has been designed for personal distress
signalling and is ideal for divers, windsurfers, dinghy sailors
and small boats operating inshore as well as outdoor pursuits
such as mountaineering.  Originally designed for naval divers
and helicopter/aircrew, the Pains Wessex Day & Night Signal
incorporates a red flare at one end, for use at night, and a
dense orange smoke at the other for daytime use.  Both ends
can be fired independently and the signal can be doused in
water after firing, allowing the unused end to be stowed until
required.

STORAGE
When not carried, the signal should be stored in the robust,
specially designed Polybottle, or in a dry location at ambient
temperature.

OPERATION (identical for both ends)
FOR DAY OR NIGHT USE ONLY WHEN RESCUE
SERVICES ARE SIGHTED

1. Select the end to be used – smoke by day, flare at night.
Due to its high power the flare also has good visibility by
day if required.  The Signal has two ridges at the flare end
to aid identification at night.

2. Remove end cap and fold out ‘D’ ring
3. Hold clear of face and point downwind
4. Pull and twist off ‘D’ ring

After use, allow the signal to cool or douse in water. Retain
signal for future use if only one end has been utilised.

SPECIFICATION
Performance: Produces dense orange smoke for 

18 seconds
Flare burns for 20 seconds at a 
minimum of 10,000 candela

Dimensions: 139 x 42.5mm diameter
Max weight: 228g
Max explosive content: 93g
Water resistance: 30m (150m in Dive Canister)

APPROVALS
CAA approval: E4667

Ordering Information

Model Description Part No.
Pains Wessex 
Day & Night signal Double ended signal 55960
Dive Canister Water resistant to 150m 87-311A
6 ltr Polybottle Waterproof container 87-003A
12 ltr Polybottle Waterproof container 56800
6 ltr Grab Bag Water resistant 87-300

NATO Stock no: 1370-99-346-8905

Pains Wessex Day & Night Signal

WARNING! – PRODUCES DENSE ORANGE
SMOKE – DO NOT INHALE

WARNING! – PRODUCES HOT RED FLAME –
DO NOT POINT AT PEOPLE!

WARNING! – DO NOT FIRE IN CONFINED
SPACES

WARNING! – KEEP OUT OF REACH OF
CHILDREN

WARNING! – ONLY FOR EMERGENCY USE
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Pains Wessex
Miniflare 3

A personal aerial flare pack

DESCRIPTION
The lightweight, pocket-sized Pains Wessex Miniflare 3 pack
contains 8 red aerial flare cartridges and a penjector firing
mechanism, all enclosed in a tough, water-resistant pouch.
The penjector is fitted with a stainless steel spring and strik-
er pin, and features a unique bayonet fitting with a simple
twist-on action for loading the flare cartridge.

APPLICATION
The Pains Wessex Miniflare 3 is designed primarily for yachts,
dinghies, Personal Water Craft and sailboards, but has many
applications as a general-purpose distress signal for canoe-
ing, hill-walking, climbing, skiing and other outdoor pursuits.
Each cartridge projects its payload to a height of over 60
metres, burns for 6 seconds at a minimum of 3,000 candela
and is visible for 5 miles in daylight increasing to 10 miles at
night, depending on weather conditions.  Operating instruc-
tions are printed on the pouch and a full instruction booklet
is included with every pack.

STORAGE
When not carried, the pack should be stored in the robust,
specially designed Polybottle, or in a dry location at ambient
temperature.

OPERATION
FOR DAY OR NIGHT USE ONLY WHEN RESCUE
SERVICES ARE SIGHTED

1. Remove penjector from pack
2. Load the flare cartridge using the twist-on action
3. To fire, hold the penjector at arms length above and

away from face and body, pull back penjector trigger and
release – fire vertically and be prepared for slight recoil
and loud report.

SPECIFICATION
Flare deployment height: over 60 metres when fired 

vertically
Flare burning time: 6 seconds
Flare light output: 3,000 candela minimum
Dimensions: 150.2 x 66.3 x 18mm
Weight: 269g
Explosive content: 48g (6g per cartridge)

DISPOSAL
Pyrotechnics must be treated as hazardous waste and must
be disposed of responsibly in accordance with local regula-
tions.

Ordering Information

Model Description Part No.
Pains Wessex Miniflare 3 Red aerial flare pack 2091
6 ltr Polybottle Waterproof container 87-003A
12 ltr Polybottle Waterproof container 56800
6 ltr Grab Bag Water resistant 87-300

NATO Stock No: 1370-21-900-9807

McMurdo Limited, Silver Point, 
Airport Service Road, Portsmouth
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Tel:  +44 (0)23 9262 3900
Fax: +44 (0)23 9262 3998
sales@mcmurdo.co.uk
www.mcmurdo.co.uk
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Pains Wessex Miniflare 3

Other equipment in the McMurdo range includes EPIRBs, PLBs, SARTs,
UAIS, VHF Radios, DSC VHF Radios, Survivor location lights, ICS
NAVTEX equipment and Pains Wessex pyrotechnics.

WARNING! – EJECTS PROJECTILE – DO
NOT POINT AT PEOPLE!

WARNING! – DO NOT FIRE IN CONFINED
SPACE

WARNING! – KEEP OUT OF REACH OF
CHILDREN

WARNING! – ONLY FOR EMERGENCY USE
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